INTRODUCTION TO SUTURES

General information:

As of Sept. 23rd we are selling sutures. There are different types of sutures materials and needle shapes available and in order for you guys to answer questions you might be getting by phone, here are some product information as well as a conversion and explanation chart.
There are 2 general types of suture types available, they either absorb over time or they don’t and hence have to be removed after they heal the wound. Hence they are called ‘Absorbable’ and ‘Non-Absorbable’ sutures.

Absorbable sutures are: plain gut and chromic gut. They are made from the same material (sheep or cattle gut) but are treated differently during the manufacturing process in order to delay the actual absorption time. Our plain gut is supposed to last about 4 – 5 days with actual strength and will be completely gone after about 14 days and is therefore used underneath the top layer of the tissue so there is no follow-up surgery necessary to remove it.
Our chromic gut is treated in chromic acid salt and retains its actual strength for about 14 – 21 days and therefore can be used on the top layer of the tissue before being completely gone in about 28 – 35 days.
Due to the relative low cost of these sutures combined with standard needles most general doctors will take these 2 materials for their every-day use or if no following surgery such as implant placement is needed (for example, after removal of 3rd molars (wisdom teeth)).
Non-Absorbable sutures that we carry are Polypropylene and Silk. Polypropylene is a plastic material that is extremely smooth and hence will not stick to the tissue while being placed OR removed. Many specialists such as Oral Surgeons and Periodontists will opt for this suture when doing surgeries in combination with our very precise and small needles (for example, when performing so-called ‘Bone grafts’ or to close a wound after implant placement). The silk we sell is braided to increase tensile strength and is died black. Silk is the easiest material to lay a knot with.
Material conversion chart:

Because every company has a different description for the materials they use and in order for us to convert them to our sutures here are the 2 main competitors and their description and our alternatives:

The biggest suture supplier is Ethicon (also called J&J) which are also the most expensive ones and Hu-Friedy who are also about 10 – 15% higher in pricing than we are.
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Needle conversion chart:
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